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SUBJECT: INSPECTION OF SPANISH TOURIST OFFICE 

1 . DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OFFICE CONCERNED WITH 
ADMINISTRATION OF FOREIGN AGENT REGISTRATION ACT HAS BEEN 
TRYING TO CARRY OUT ROUTINE COMPLIANCE INSPECTION OF 
SPANISH TOURIST OFFICE IN NEW YORK. INSPECTION 

WOULD BE SIMILAR TO THAT MADE IN SPANISH OFFICE IN CHICAGO IN 
1974 AND INSPECTIONS MADE FROM TIME TO TIME OF OTHER FOREIGN 
TOURIST OFFICES IN US, SUCH AS ITALIAN TOURIST OFFICE, 
SCANDINAVIAN, EASTERN EUROPEAN, ETC. 

2. WORKING LEVEL CONTACTS BETWEEN JUSTICE, SPANISH 
TOURIST OFFICE, AND SPANISH EMBASSY PRODUCED INFORMAL 
AGREEMENT ON NATURE AND GROUND RULES FOR SUCH INSPECTION, 
WHICH LARGELY CONFINED TO REVIEW OF OFFICE BOOKS TO CHECK 
THAT INCOME AND EXPENDITURES CORRESPOND TO FIGURES ROUTINELY 
SUBMITTED TO JUSTICE UNDER FOREIGN AGENTS REGISTRATION 
REQUIREMENTS, WITH WHICH ALL SPANISH TOURIST OFFICES IN US 
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COMPLY. HOWEVER, SPANISH EMBASSY LAST WEEK RECEIVED IN 
STRUCTIONS FROM MADRID TO REFUSE INSPECTION UNTIL MATTER 
COULD BE GIVEN FURTHER CONSIDERATION. SPANISH DCM CALLED 
DEPARTMENT (EUR/WE) TO ASK THAT JUSTICE BE ADVISED THAT 
EMBASSY COULD NOT PROCEED WITH EARLIER INFORMAL UNDER- 
STANDING ON INSPECTION OF NEW YORK OFFICE. 
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3. DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN ADVISED BY JUSTICE THAT UNLESS 
POSITIVE RESPONSE TO INSPECTION PROVIDED BY JUNE 9, JUSTICE 
WILL FI L E CIVIL ACTION AGAINST SPANISH TOURIST OFFICE TO 
COMPEL COMPLIANCE. SPANISH EMBASSY REPORTS THAT IT IS 
URGING PROMPT FAVORABLE DECISION BY MADRID AUTHORITIES BY 
JUNE 9 TO AVOID LEGAL CONFRONTATION. 

4. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO ENCOURAGE MFA AND MIN TOURISM TO 
WITHDRAW OBJECTION TO INSPECTION. POINTING OUT AS 
NECESSARY THAT TOURIST OFFICES ARE NOT ACCREDITED AS 
DIPLOMATIC OR CONSULAR OFFICES AND ARE, THEREFORE, SUBJECT 
TO APPLICABLE US LEGISLATION ON FOREIGN AGENTS, AS ARE 
OTHER SIMILAR FOREIGN TOURIST OFFICES. VANCE 
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